
 

 

Do You Have Problems Storing your 
Manure? 
 

• Manure can be an unsightly and smelly 
mess 

 
• It can breed flies and be unhealthy for farm 

animals 
 
• It can wash into streams, ponds and lakes 

where it causes the water to turn green and 
harm the fish 

 
• If manure seeps into the water that people 

drink, it can make them sick 
 
• Neighbors will find many reasons to 

complain when manure is not managed 

Benefits of Manure Storage: 
 

• Storage makes it easier to get manure in 
the right place at the right time to improve 
the quality of your soil and the health of 
your crops 

 
• With good storage and handling, manure 

can reduce your fertilizer bill 
 
• Livestock will be cleaner and healthier 

 

Costs for a Manure Storage: 
Storing manure can be expensive, but with thoughtful planning and careful management there are 
ways to keep the cost low. 

 
• Dry manure is easier and cheaper to store and handle. 
• Livestock on pasture spread their own manure. 
• Manure storage size needs to be right for your livestock and management. 
 

Manure Storage 
Conservation Solutions for your Pennsylvania Farm  

Manure can be a problem if not managed properly 

Properly managed manure can be an asset 



 

 

Manure Handling 
Manure that is properly stored can be used for 
fertilizer. Here are some things you can do: 

 
• Give your animals the necessary feed for 

health and growth, but do not overfeed them. 
 
• The dryer you keep the manure the less 

storage you will need and the less you will 
have to transport to the field. 

 
• With enough room animals can spread their 

own manure.  
 
• Keep livestock in portable pens that you move 

around the field. 
 
• Moving the location where you feed and water 

your animals can help prevent the creation of 
bare areas.  

 
• If it is necessary to confine livestock, consider 

keeping them under a roof so manure is not 
washed away by the rain. 

 
• Straw and hay can create a bedded pack for 

the animals to stand and lie on. 

 
Spread Manure Often 

 
• The more often manure is spread, the less need for storage. 
• There are often periods of good weather and soil conditions during cold wet seasons when 

manure can be spread. 
• It may be possible to shovel manure on to truck crops during the growing season 
• Consider spreading manure on grasslands and woodlands when it is not possible to spread it 

on cropland. 
• If the manure volume is small and the spreading is frequent you may be able to store your 

manure directly in a manure spreader. 

 

 

Manure Storage 

Hogs on pasture 

Cows on pasture spread their own manure 



 

 

Storing Manure 
 
The more animals you keep the more likely it will 
be necessary to construct a special manure 
storage facility. 
 
• The storage must be able to keep the manure 

from washing away and from leaking into the 
groundwater. 

• It should also keep odors to a minimum. 
• In most cases there are laws and regulations 

governing storage facilities. 
 
Common types of storage include 
 
• Earthen pit, 
• Concrete pit, 
• Large tank  
• Roofed building 
• Covered dry stack 

 

Open Lots 
 

• All the water that runs off a bare lot with 
manure on it is polluted. 

 
• When animals are kept on bare lots, keep the 

lots away from streams, ponds, and wells. 
 
• Keep the lots small. 
 
• Divert clean water. 
 
• Water from roofs and surrounding areas 

should be captured and sent away from the 
animal lot. 

 
• Keep the lots clean by scraping regularly. 
 
• Paved open lots make it easier to remove 

manure. 

Manure Storage 

Manure storage pond 

Plastic covered dry manure 

Pigs on an open lot 



 

 

C O N S E R V A T I O N  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  Y O U R  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  F A R M   

Technical Help Is Available 
 
Your local Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) office has experienced conservationists that can 
assist you with Manure Storage. They can also help you 
develop a Conservation Plan to solve other problems you 
have identified on your farm. 
 
There is no charge for our assistance.  Simply call your 
local office at the number listed below to set up an ap-
pointment and we will come to your farm. 
 
You may also be eligible to receive financial assistance, 
through a state or federal program. Your NRCS office will 
explain any programs that are available so you can make 
the best decision for your operation. All NRCS programs 
and services are voluntary. 

Helping People Help the Land 

Help is Available 

NRCS FIELD OFFICES: 
 
Adams: 717-334-2317 ext 3 
Allegheny: 717-482-4800 ext 3 
Armstrong: 724-545-1022 ext 3 
Beaver: 724-482-4800 ext 3 
Bedford: 814-623-7900 ext 3 
Berks: 610-372-4655 ext 3 
Blair: 814-695-6291 ext 3 
Bradford: 570-265-6969 ext 3 
Bucks: 215-453-9527 ext 3 
Butler: 724-482-4800 ext 3 
Cambria: 814-472-5502 ext 3 
Cameron: 814-375-2125 ext 3 
Carbon: 610-625-8392 ext 3 
Centre: 570-726-3196 ext 3 
Chester: 610-696-0398 ext 3 
Clarion: 814-226-8160 ext 3 
Clearfield: 814-375-2125 ext 3 
Clinton: 570-726-3196 ext 3 
Columbia: 570-784-1062 ext 3 
Crawford: 814-724-1852 ext 3 
Cumberland: 717-249-1037 ext 3 

Dauphin: 717-921-2380 ext 3 
Delaware: 610-696-0398 ext 3 
Elk: 814-375-2125 ext 3 
Erie: 814-796-6760 ext 3 
Fayette: 724-437-7971 ext 3 
Forest: 814-226-8160 ext 3 
Franklin: 717-264-8074 ext 3 
Fulton: 717-485-3812 ext 3 
Greene: 724-627-5821 
Huntingdon: 814-627-1626 ext 3 
Indiana: 727-463-8547 ext 3 
Jefferson: 814-375-2125 ext 3 
Juniata: 717-436-8953 ext 3 
Lackawanna: 570-282-8732 ext 3 
Lancaster: 717-299-5361 ext 3 
Lawrence: 724-652-5811 
Lebanon: 717-272-3908 ext 3 
Lehigh: 610-625-8392 ext 3 
Luzerne: 570-799-0645 ext 3 
Lycoming: 570-433-3902 ext 3 
McKean: 814-274-8166 ext 3 
Mercer: 724-662-3740 ext 3 
Mifflin: 717-248-9541 ext 3 

Monroe: 610-625-8392 ext 3 
Montgomery: 610-372-4655 ext 3 
Northhampton: 610-625-8392 ext 3 
Northumberland: 570-286-7114 ext 3 
Perry: 717-582-4144 ext 3 
Pike: 570-282-8732 ext 3 
Potter: 814-274-8166 ext 3 
Schuykill: 570-622-1312 ext 3 
Snyder: 570-837-0007 ext 3 
Somerset: 814-445-6876 ext 3 
Sullivan: 570-836-2490 ext 3 
Susquehanna: 570-278-1011 ext 3 
Tioga: 570-724-1726 ext 3 
Union: 570-523-3280 
Warren: 814-563-3125 
Washington: 724-222-3060 ext 3 
Wayne: 570-282-8732 ext 3 
Westmoreland: 724-834-3970 ext 3 
Wyoming: 570-836-2490 ext 3 
Venago: 814-437-2473 ext 3 
York: 717-755-2966 ext 3 
 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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